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CURTAIN CALL 2008

presented by

Saturday, February 16, 2008
Chantilly Ballroom, Hilton Anatole Hotel

Grammy-nominated performer, composer,
and arranger Michael Feinstein and Jekyll &
Hyde Broadway star Linda Eder will provide
the featured entertainment for Dallas Summer
Musicals’ annual Curtain Call Gala on
Saturday, February 16, 2008, in the Chantilly
Ballroom at the Hilton Anatole Hotel. Michael
Feinstein is nationally recognized as one of
the premier ineterpreters of American popular
song as well as one of the foremost experts
and interpreters of George Gershwin’s music.
Linda Eder’s career is built on a solid
Broadway base, but reaches far beyond it.
Over the years, passionate fans across the
country have packed concert venues,
including New York’s Carnegie Hall, for her
performances. Together, Michael and Linda’s
shows have received rave reviews from fans
and critics alike.

Now in its fourth year, Curtain Call is a spectacular evening of entertainment preceded
by an elegant seated dinner to raise funds for the Southwest’s oldest and largest non-
profit theatre company, the Dallas Summer Musicals (DSM). Proceeds from Curtain
Call support Dallas Summer Musicals' mission to bring the best of Broadway to Dallas
and provide for children's education and outreach programs.



Each year, DSM brings the finest musical theatre to our community. While our
production costs are much the same as Broadway, our ticket prices are far lower to
ensure that performances are accessible to the broadest audience possible. Ticket
revenues generate only a portion of what we need to raise the curtain each night. From
this season’s WICKED to Disney’s THE LION KING, from CAMELOT to SPAMALOT,
DSM relies on generous funding from individuals, corporations, and foundations to bring
quality musical theatre to the Music Hall and to serve the youngest members of our
community though outreach programs that educate and entertain.

The Seats for Kids Program

Recent studies have shown the
important impact the Arts have on young
people — such programs improve
academic performance, decrease
dropout rates, enhance communication
and critical thinking skills, foster
creativity, and inspire self-confidence
and sense of self-worth, thereby
increasing the chances for successful
outcomes in school and life.

However many children in our
community have minimal exposure to

the Arts. To meet the need to provide meaningful arts experiences for low-income, at-
risk, and special needs children in our community, DSM created Seats for Kids.

Working with Title 1 schools and agencies
across the Metroplex, including the Boys and
Girls Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters, the
Dallas Police Department’s StageRight
program, the Salesmanship Club, and Girls,
Inc., DSM provides thousands of children
each year with the opportunity to experience
the magic of live musical theatre by attending
a performance free of charge. To prepare
them for their visit, DSM produces an on-line
study guide with plot synopses, discussion
topics and writing exercises, as well as
theatre etiquette information (since this is
often the first live theatre experience for
these children). DSM receives countless
letters from participants describing the
positive impact this program has had on their
lives.
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Dallas Summer Musicals
School of Musical Theatre

Since 1999, Dallas Summer
Musicals’ School of Musical
Theatre (DSMSMT) has been
providing professional, fun, and
disciplined training in acting,
voice, and dance to children
ages 7-18. Because of its
affiliation with the Dallas
Summer Musicals, the School of
Musical Theatre is uniquely able
to offer special master classes
with well-known professional
actors and workshops with cast members in national tours. This prestigious roster of
guest faculty has included Tony Curtis (Sugar) and Larry Gatlin (Will Rogers Follies), as
well as cast members from Fosse, The Phantom of the Opera, and Disney’s The Lion
King.

DSMSMT serves more than 250 students annually and offers need-based scholarships
to many talented students. While most students are from the Dallas area, some travel
from Collin and Tarrant Counties and from as far away as Midland and Paris, Texas to
take advantage of special workshops and master classes.

DSMSMT also prepares students for the often competitive process of applying for
placement in college performing arts programs, and many DSMSMT students have
been accepted to prestigious programs at Carnegie-Mellon University, New York
University, the University of Michigan, and Southern Methodist University Meadows
School of the Arts. Whether or not they ultimately pursue a theatre career, all School of
Musical Theatre students emerge from the program as well-rounded, confident youth
with an appreciation for the uniquely American genre of musical theatre.




